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NEWSLETTER 
BY TYLER ELLIS, CAMPUS MINISTER OF THE CHRISTIAN STUDENT CENTER 

A Campus Ministry at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, sponsored by Laurel Church of Christ 

Twenty-five times now, since 2004, I’ve sat down at my computer to write a newsletter at the      
completion of another semester in Campus Ministry.  
 
It’s one of my favorite disciplines because it compels me to praise God all over again for the work He 
continues to do through His church. At the age of 24, I never could have imagined getting to see so 
many students come to Christ, and countless graduates go on to become ministers and missionaries, as 
well as faithful engineers, professors, nurses, dental hygienists, construction managers, and home-
makers scattered across the world.  
 
Ephesians 3:20-21 captures this feeling perfectly, “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or imagine, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory…”  
 
This passage is full of significant truths. First, you and I are responsible for asking and imagining things 
for God and His Kingdom. Second, we can trust God to go way beyond our best attempts. Third, as 
hard as it is to fathom, He does His work in and through His church. And fourth, this gives us one more 
reason to praise Him who deserves all the glory.  
 
That’s my hope as you read about the Bible studies, the outreach efforts, and the events that have 
taken place at the CSC this semester.   
 
Thank you for your interest, your prayers, your contributions, and your service in helping us reach the 
head, heart, and hands of students to know Jesus and make him known. 
 
~Tyler Ellis, Campus Minister 



FALL 2016 HIGHLIGHTSFALL 2016 HIGHLIGHTSFALL 2016 HIGHLIGHTS   
   

Programs, Events and Activities 

 SUNDAYS: College Bible Class (Book of Proverbs, taught by Dave Keim) 

 MONDAYS: Men/Women Discipleship Groups (taught by John Auxier, Josh Zito & Ingrid Ruffin) 

 TUESDAYS: iWitness (personal evangelism course, taught by Tyler Ellis) 

 WEDNESDAYS: $2 Lunches @ the CSC 

 WEDNESDAYS: Outreach Table @ UT 

 WEDNESDAYS: FriendSpeak @ Laurel Church of Christ (Conversational English Partners) 

 THURSDAYS: Encounter (Worship, Bible Study and Discussion Groups) 

 WEEKDAYS: Intramural Sports (Co-ed Indoor Volleyball; Outdoor Soccer; Flag Football) 

 WEEKDAYS: Food Trucks (volunteering with Knoxville Dream Center) 

 WEEKENDS: Activities: Mini Golf; Freshmen Dinner; Water Skiing; Look Rock Devotional; Square 

Dancing; Tailgate Parties; Ladies Lock-In; Guy’s Night; Thanksgiving Party; Christmas Party. 

 MONTHLY: Catacombs (devotional); Restoration Night (devotional)  

 MONTHLY: Adopt-A-Student Program (for students & Laurel members) 

 MONTHLY: Christian Relief Fund (child sponsorship)  

 MONTHLY: International Friendship Program (through the International House @ UT) 

 SEMI-ANNUALLY: Student Leadership Team Retreat  

 YEARLY: Fall Retreat @ Camp Wesley Woods 

 YEARLY: Orange Sunday @ Laurel Church of Christ 

 SPECIAL EVENT: CSC Homecoming Reunion  

 SPECIAL EVENT: What We Don’t Talk About (a collaborative campus-wide event on Racism, 

hosted by Campus Ministries) 

 NEW CHRISTIANS: 3 young people became Christians  

SPIRITUAL BREAKTHROUGHS IN CHRISTSPIRITUAL BREAKTHROUGHS IN CHRISTSPIRITUAL BREAKTHROUGHS IN CHRIST 

Meet Jay Everett, Kristen Powell, 
and Matthew Ward. After much 
study, these three young people 
crossed the line of faith this     
semester, and trusted Christ for 
their salvation. We are so proud 
of them. Please add them to your 
prayers!   



ENCOUNTER is our night of worship and 
Bible study, Thursdays at 7pm. This      
semester, Tyler Ellis initiated two four-
lesson series: The Christian Atheist, and 
Head, Heart & Hands. Guest speakers   
included Dr. Joe Johnson, Chip Pugh, Josh 
Zito, and Aaron Medley. 

/ BIBLE STUDIES 

DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS — “This semester I had the honor of teaching the men’s Freshmen study on 
Monday nights, in which we went through the book, Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis. In addition to 
the book, I wanted the guys to start being intentional about communicating the Gospel. So I          
challenged each student to write down the central elements of the Gospel narrative in their own 
words, while answering the questions: Where do we come from? What went wrong? What can be done 
about it? The idea was not only to practice explaining the Gospel to another person, but also to weed-
out concepts in their own mind that sometimes replace the centrality of Jesus. 
 

The girl’s study was co-taught by Ingrid Ruffin and my wife, Laura. They covered several biblical    
narratives and expanded on specific female characters. Through these stories the girls discussed   
practical applications for their own lives as both women and servants of the most high God. At our  
final gathering, Ingrid spoke about the things we as individuals hold onto so tightly in place of God, 
and how these personal values ought to never supersede the One who is the author of all values.  
 

John Auxier was once again at the helm of the men’s group, who’s members fondly refer to it as 
MANistry. John covered many subjects including: respect, accountability, leadership in the church, 
and much more. In attending some of their gatherings, it was immediately apparent to me that the 
fellas are very thirsty for the Word, and that they are not afraid to raise some challenging questions. 
Going forward, our hope is to continue fine-tuning this process by which our students can build their 
faith to be strong, intentional, and multipliable.” 
 

~Joshua Zito, Associate Campus Minister 

RESTORATION NIGHT 
Monthly devotionals with  

Christian Student Fellowship 

COLLEGE BIBLE CLASS 
Sunday mornings with David 
Keim in the Book of Proverbs 

 

ONE-ON-ONE APPOINTMENTS 
between staff & students 

 

Coffee Shop Appointments = 67 
 

Personal Bible Studies = 43 



I-WITNESS — On Tuesday nights, students and 

Laurel members met for a course on personal 
evangelism taught by Tyler Ellis. We prayed for 
our friends far from God; set weekly goals to 
reach out to them; covered material about the 
gospel and our testimony; and explored tools like 
questions to ask and resources to use. It was    
especially encouraging to hear participant’s share 
stories of their efforts throughout the course.   

/ OUTREACH 
  

  

  

  

  

OUTREACH TABLE — Every Wednesday    

afternoon, students set up a booth on the pedway 
on campus to meet people passing by; give away 
free Bibles; and collect names and contact infor-
mation of anyone interested in learning more 
about the CSC. Warren Oja, our Vice President 
and Outreach Coordinator, did well to schedule 
students on a rotation, allowing many at the CSC 
to have a turn at the Outreach Table.  

SNO-KONES — During kick-off week in     

August, we spent two days on the front lawn 
of the CSC, where our Sophomore Class    
Representative, Luke Glover, headed up our 
booth. There, with the help of a handful of 
students, we passed out over 300 Sno-Kones 
and fliers!  

FOOD TRUCKS — After spending our Spring 

Break working with the Dream Center in Los 
Angeles last March, we came back determined 
to plug in to the Knoxville Dream Center. Our 
Compassion Coordinator, Sydney Shaver, 
scheduled each class at the CSC to take turns 
volunteering, distributing food in various     
locations throughout the city. 

WEDNESDAY LUNCHES — While we try to 

view every activity as an opportunity to invite 
friends, the home-cooked meals served on 
Wednesdays continue to be the most popular. 
We’ve been averaging 50-65 students every 
week! We want to thank Laurel member, 
Rosemary Pryor, and the many volunteers she 
helps line up to prepare and serve food! 



  

  

  

  

  

/ EVENTS FRIEND SPEAK — Early on in the semester, 

the team of volunteers at Laurel that facili-
tate our outreach to international students, 
hosted an interest meeting. More than 25  
students, primarily from Johnson University, 
showed up, ate pizza, and learned about how 
we use the Bible with conversation partners.    

FALL RETREAT — The second weekend of 

the semester took us to the Smoky Mountains, 
where we stayed at Camp Wesley Woods. The 
theme of our retreat was Against the Flow, 
and our guest speaker, Jason Thornton, 
taught from the Book of Daniel. We also     
enjoyed a high ropes course, kickball, camp-
fire devotionals, and good food. 

TAILGATE PARTIES — Like everyone else in 

Knoxville, students at the CSC love watching 
the Volunteers play football. That’s why we 
plan a tailgate party for every home game, 
and a viewing party for every away game. 
Each class (Freshmen through Seniors) got to 
host a party, along with other generous       
helpers.    

SQUARE DANCING — This event is one of the 

most favorite traditions we have at the CSC.     
This time around, almost 40 students turned out, 
many wearing boots and flannels. We had lots of 
fun with lots of laughter!   

WHAT WE DON’T TALK ABOUT— After a 

year full of racial tension in our nation,    
Campus Ministers at UT collaborated to plan 
an event to address the topic. This involved 
much prayer, fund raising, and advertise-
ment. Our lecturer, Mark Charles, did a great 
job speaking at two events, both with crowds 
over 300 in attendance. 



/ HOMECOMING REUNION 

“On November 5, 2016, The University of Tennessee had its Homecoming Day. On that same day a 
Christian Student Center Reunion was held at the Laurel Church of Christ. 
 

Planning for this event was spearheaded by the CSC Endowment Board. All former participants and 
contributors to the Student Center were invited. Approximately 150 folks attended this event and 
were treated to a wonderful array of finger foods, desserts, and decorations provided by Larry 
Ray, Alice Ann Moore, Laura Horn, Bill Troxler, Pat Fuller, Dr. Joe Johnson, and Phyllis Brewer; 
decorating was done by CSC students Lauren Long and Leah Tatum; a slide show of the seven    
decades of the CSC by Harry Moore; and CSC memorabilia by Joyce Troxler, Pat Fuller, Rosemary 
Pryor, and Tyler Ellis. 
 

The evening began with a lot of continued friendships and memories. Then Joshua Zito, CSC       
Associate Campus Minister, turned on the microphone and the mixer game began with Cheryl Nehls 
and Wes Milam taking away the awards for the game. 
 

The evening continued with a welcome by Terry Horn who gave a brief history of the CSC. Everyone 
then joined in for the singing of “We Are One In The Spirit.” Terry then introduced the speakers for 
the evening: Larry Ray representing the Laurel Church of Christ Elders; Alice Ann Moore, Chairman 
of the Christian Student Center Endowment Board, addressing the need for contributions to the 
continuation of the Student Center for generations; Dr. Joe Johnson, former President of the     
University of Tennessee and member of the Endowment team, spoke of his love for the University, 
the CSC, and his church; and Tyler Ellis, Campus Minister, speaking of the activities, goals, and   
successes of the present Christian Student Center. 
 

The evening's festivities ended with a prayer by David Newberry, former Campus Minister of the 
CSC. This was the end of the formal program, but visiting continued on for a long time since no one 
wanted to leave.” 
 

~Terry Horn 



cscutk.org   /  Facebook.com/groups/utkcsc  /  Twitter.com/CSCUTK 
 

TYLER ELLIS 
 

BTylerEllis.com  /  302-766-3003  /  BTylerEllis@hotmail.com 
Facebook.com/MrTylerEllis  /  Twitter.com/BTylerEllis  

JAN. 8-9, Student Leadership Team Retreat in Townsend, TN. 

JAN. 11, Classes Begin at the University of Tennessee 

JAN. 13-16, Gulf Coast Getaway Conference in Panama City, FL. 

FEB. 11, Solid Rock Talent Show at Laurel Church of Christ 

MAR. 11-18, Spring Break Mission Trip with Friends of Refugees in Atlanta, GA. 

MAR. 25, Auction Dinner Fundraiser at Laurel Church of Christ 

APR. 29, Torch Bearers Banquet at Laurel Church of Christ 

JUL. 20-23, Campus for Christ Conference in Canyon, TX. 

/ NEXT SEMESTER 
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